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Premonitions 


Chosen, for chosen markets, none of these are certain sellers, all of them have varied 
mertts;- Christopher La Farge's THE SUDDEN GUEST (Coward-McCann);.and Nigel Balchin's 
MINE OWN EXECUTIONER (Houghton, Mifflin) are original :and compelling;. Barbara Bower's 
MISS RANSKILL COMES HOME (Putnam) is a first novel which may be:a first sti¢cess;. 
James Branch Cabell THERE WERE TWO PIRATES (Farrar & Straus) starts a new publisher 
off with 2 long established name; in crime fiction, two standard sellers, Erle Stanley 
Gardner and Ellery Queen with a new anthology.: See below for reports.: 


PROS LEMATEC HE BOOKS 
June 20 


Teilhet, Hildegarde Tolman THE ASSASSINS a 
090 
Smooth, but not too surprising action adventure as Gordon Allgrove, his 
self respect weakened by a Washington assignment during the war and his marriage to 
too rich Cecelia, takes Cecelia to China where he was born, and where he is to set up 
a rug factory in the interior, Leaving Cecelia in Shanghai, Gordon tries to get through 
to Chungwei where his family had once managed a cooperative industry for the hill 
people, is warned that his present plans will be blockaded, and is finally taken 
prisoner by his antagonists, headed by Japanese Dr, Nama, Gordon escapes, is helped 
by partisans, learns that Cecelia is in the hands of Nama, goes to her rescue and 
eventually clears all opposition, regains his pride... Not too fresh on angles, but 
energetic enough entertainment for hotter days and lighter moments, 


dune-Oh- 2) 19 
Shane, Janet DAZZLING CRYSTAL Reynal & ay 
oD9 
A first in feminine fiction which is an intelligently, intensely developed 
love story sharpened by a certain sophistication, This is the story of Judy Forrester, 
whose candor and responsiveness attract Nicky Hoffmann, a writer, and in social terms- 
an alien- whose bitterness is occasionally even truculent., They marry, isolate them- 
selves for a time in the present which excludes Nicky's past, until meeting Mark 
Sauter, Nicky's former publisher, Nicky and Judy are forced back into his former coterie 
of New York intellectuals, Cultivating Judy deliberately, Mark eventually estranges 
Nicky and Judy, as Nicky refuses to admit the strength of his former relationship with 
Mark, Mark's patronage which had extended to complete absorption, It is only after 
Nicky and Judy separate that Nicky is able to repudiate Mark's influence, is free to 
take up his relationship with Judy... For feminine tastes, which are also fastidious, 
this offers delicacy and discernment, 
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June ?? : | 


Davison, Frank D, DUSTY : peach 
Paralleling the theme, and the treatment, of Henry Lamond's 2#"g0 (Morrow- | 
1944), this is also a biography of an Australian dingo dog, and is truthful rather | 
than wishful animal portraiture, This is the story of Dusty, half kelpie, half dingo, | 
whose warring heritage of working dog and wild dog is never resolved, ‘In the hands of i 
Tom, a sheep man, Dusty develops into a good sheep dog, wins a blue ribbon and the 4 
proud affection of his master who blinds himself to Dusty's inclination to prowl. But 
once sure that Dusty is a killer, and knowing the penalty he mst impose, Tom leaves 
the range with Dusty whom he cannot bring himself to kill. Tom dies, and Dusty, alone, 
reverts to type, goes amok on the range, becomes notorious for his skill and his 
cunning, and evades all gunfire to be killed by a falling branch... Authentic natural 
history, which retains story values without recourse to sentiment, (And also for a 
more adult younger audience, ) 


; 


olb 
2 = 
la Farge, Christopher THE SUDDEN GUEST (30M your seGl. * — | 
250 | 
* An absorbing and compelling story- a psychological study of a selfish, in- | 


grown old woman, who has to live through two hurricanes on the Rhode Island shore to 
learn that life demands human participation, La Farge has done a superb tour de force- | 
it isn't really a novel, though it has the ingredients, and he has used the technique 
of Rumer Godden's Take Three Tenses, the story is told as a fugue, With the two | 
storms (1938 and 1944) as protagonists, he telescopes two experiences, as Miss Leckton, | 
vainly attempting to preserve a way of life that has no validity today, relives the | 
invasion of uninvited guests in the earlier storm, in bitter contrast to her utter | 
aloneness in this one, The threat of personalities that hold the pattern is her con- 

flict with her young niece, who forces her out of her outmoded approach to life into a 

real world, There is a mted quality of suspended action in the present in strong 

contrast to the pace of memory in the past, with the motif of the storms accenting the : 
drama , 


30 


June-?? or July ?4- 


Balchin, Nigel MINE OWN EXECUTIONER Houghton, Mifflin 
$2 ,50 
* Again the lively intelligence, the sharp sense of drama which made The Small 


Back Room distinctive, in a second novel which centers on the psychoanalytic profession 
with none of the abuse to which it is usually subjected, This is the story of Felix 
Milne, with a talent for patience and understanding, a London practice of aimless, | 
affluent women, a wife whom he loves but no longer wants, and Barbara, who brings out 
his shopgirl tendencies in sex, Dissatisfied with himself, with the waste of his time 
and talent by middle-aged matrons, he gets a chance to vindicate his professional 
ability in lucian, a casualty of this war, who has twice tried to kill the wife he 
loves, At first resistant and resentful, Lucian begins to bend under treatment, shows 
a@ promise of cure when- in a bad moment- he kills his wife and himself, Milne, without 
the medical degree which would make him untouchable, is subjected to the inquest by law, 
refuses to evade responsibility to clear himself... This is psychiatry as intelligent 
as it has been practised in print, it is also a holding story, not without irony and 
with little illusion, but perhaps a little too civilized for the wider public. 


Heggen, Thomas MISTER ROBERTS Houghton, “we 
2.50 
Episodes aboard the Reluctant, a Navy cargo ship, three years out in the 
Pacific, where the dreary, unheroic life is measured only by small legends, petty in- 
terests, and miniature crises,- where the only claim to any esprit de corps lies in 
Lt. Roberts, who commands respect and liking among men submerged by boredom, Here is 
the constant guerilla warfare against Stupid, (their Captain), with Roberts bearing the 
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brunt of Stupid'’s stupidity; the squaring away of a priggish Mnsign; the dilemma of a 
boy with v.d,; the flaming excitement of nurses ashore, and the riot they cause when 
they come aboard; the sudden madness among the gun crew; Roberts' solo celebration of 
the war's end in Rurope for which he gets a special decoration; the starboard section's 
liberty which wrecked a town and created a new legend for the bucket; Roberts’ trans- 
fer and a walloping party, and eventually his death, Funny, to rowdy, with an under~ 
current of pathos, this is straight masculine fare, 


July 19 


Nicholson, Norman FIRE OF THE LORD ee 
oO 
A shabby, sorry transcript of life in an English ironworks commmnity which 
is probably more authentic than attractive, and is largely the story of Maggie Birker, 
who runs & pastry shop, her first and second husbands, Obese and officious, Maggie's 
former allure has largely settled into fat, her second marriage to mch younger Jim 
is one of little feeling, mich nagging. And Maggie's hold on Jim is imperilled by 
the reappearance of her first husband, Benjy Fell, believed dead, and by Elsie, her 
hired helper, to whom Jim takes a fancy. Refusing to admit the identity of Fell, she 
passes him off as an uncle-in-law, only after his death admits the truth to Jim who is 
then free to marry Elsie, Graphic, but not too grim, realism, for only a questionable 
few, 


reed ale Cited ch I 


Brahms, Caryl & Simon, 8S, J. SIX CURTAINS FOR NATASHA Lippincott 
$2 .50 
Definitely for the brains in aspic days, this extravaganza of Russian ballet 
in 1910, as the young impresario, addled with marriage, promises his ballerina brides 
é& six curtain bow, which through all sorts of fateful occurences is only achieved in 
their daughter, Stroganoff, building his ballet in Omsk, slaving to make it successful, 
though in competition with a circus and Diaghilev, borrowing, flattering possible 
backers whose favorites he mst star, is also hag-ridden by Natasha’s determination 
for her just due, Rasputin steals Natasha’s chance in the acclaim of a performance 
before the Tsar, and she runs away, leaving Stroganoff to work his way to Ingland,then 
haunts him further by raising the same issue for their daughter, .Balletomania spoofing, 
high comedy in ballet characters and personalities, this has a specialized appeal in 
dog day fare, em iu 
Cross, John Keir THE OTHER PASSENGER ee 
01D 
Sustained atmosphere, versatile forms and dramatic effects for these stories 
of the macabre, supernatural and horror which rely on shock and breathless climaxes for 
their completion, The unexpected is pointed up, the unusual ending is generally a 
surprisé and the whole is an interesting assembly in the chills and fevers school, 
There's an interesting interpolation of Chopin and George Sand and their life on 
Majorca, there is a flair for the use of msic, there are unhackmeyed uses of long 
respected materials; madness, mrders, obsessions, emotional perversions, hauntings, 
and for a taste of the originality you need only sample the first in the volume, for 
the fanciers. 


Macardle, Donald SUMMER IN APRIL vine ee 
090 

The break from romantic schoolgirl to the world of maturity as young Tansy 
Brennan, 16, emerges from her mother's conditioning to the kmowledge of other truths. 
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Julie, now a successful dress designer, has raised Tansy with no real facts about her 
father, has so perverted Tansy's conception of the man that the child's fantasies 
about her father lead her to lie about him to her schoolfellows, Through her aunt 
Alice, she is persuaded to try to keep to the straight and truthful, but Julia's atti- 
tudes toward Tansy’s young man, Ian, and his family, drives Tansy back into her fabri- 
cations, When Julia accepts her offer to appear several years younger than she is, 
Tansy recognizes her inheritance of untruthfulnese, and when Ian, through his father, 
gives her other facts about her parents’ marriage, Tansy seeks refuge with her aunt. 
But even hearing her father's side of the story, she returns to her mother, aware of 


her bonds, but with the determination to keep Ian's love and maintain her own integrity. 


Understanding, humen terms for adolescent awakening that manages plausible overtones 
of family complications, 


July 31 


Green, Paul SALVATION OF THF SOUTH — 
090 


21 short stories which reveal an extraordinary perceptiveness of the mentality, 


the emotional values, the humanity of the poor whites, tenant farmers, black and white, 
of the North Carolina tobacco lands, Repeatedly the stories introduce some phase or 
other of the place of camp meetings and revivals, of the dangerous hysteria that re- 
sults, of the backsliding that is worse than the original sin, Recurrently, one gets 
a sense of the hopeless struggle against white domination, white conviction that the 
underdog cannot rise, A few of the stories touch on emotional relations between the 
races; some with conjure- with superstition; others with marriages, externally un- 
emotional, internally frustrated by feeling which can find no expression, There is 
occasional humor, but more pathos, Paul Green, a prize winning dramatist, can write- 
with a poignancy that does not descend to the sentimental or the mawkish, 


July 72 


Beach, Rex THE WORLD IN HIS ARMS Putnam 
$2.00 
Russian and American romance, when bold fur poacher Jonathan Clark of Bostm 

loses his heart to Countess Marina, in San Francisco, and they are parted when she 


buys his freedom by marrying Prince Petrofsky. Clark, finally caught in Russian waters, 


does not realize how Marina has saved him and his crew, persuades the Russians to 
preserve the seal herds, tries to sell Alaska to his own country in spite of ite 
reputation as the ice-box of the world, finally meets his love in England after her 
husband has been killed, marries her to bring her back to America so that he can join 
up in the Civil War, The ramifications of the fur trade and its part in opening up 
northern frontiers, with well preserved romantic trimmings. 


Bower, Barbara MISS RANSKILL COMFS HOME Putnam 
$2 .50 
bal A first novel, whose lack of serial possibilities did not keep it from 
serialization in the S.E.P., this is basically an improvisation on the Rip Van Winkle 
theme, as Nona Ranskill returns to England after four years on a desert island and is 
confronted by a whole new- and not so brave~- world, In spite of the prefab structure 
on which the story is based, there are moments of telling sentiment and warm character-= 
ization, of clearcut contrasts in values, of quizzical questioning of spnrious all-out- 
for-victory activities, Nona, on a 1938 cruise, falls overboard, finds safety on an 
island with an honest, sturdy carpenter, and when he dies, she finds courage to take 
the boat they built and start off alone. Picked up by a convoy, she is apprised of 
the war to date. But on land, her ignorance of rationing, coupons, wartime slang and 
routine, keep her in constant trouble, and her experience on the island is of little 
interest to those harassed by war, She never wholly accepts the general attitudes, 
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and with the finding of the carpenter's son and the chance to live in her old home, 
she makes a compromise that can be her contribution to the war and at the same time 
repay her debt to the carpenter and his teachings, A definite popular appeal in 
this, with its capable narration and characterization, 


lA } 
VAugust..2.. Gug | 2 


Cabell, James Branch THERE WERE TWO PIRATES Farrar & Straus 
$3.00 

This isn't straight Cabell- or perhaps it is, but it is not the Cabell of a 
daring youth nor the Cabell of the esoteric Jurgen.. This is fantasy, but not erotica, 
It is a lightly and originally etched tale subtitled "A comedy of division"- intended 
perhaps, if one mst seek symbolism in Cabell rather than sheer enjoyment, as a tale 
of duality in mankind, For here is what purports to be the pirate Gasparilla's own 
story of a double career,- that of intrepid and conscienceless buccaneer, hiding his 
ill-gotten gains to provide for his future as a worthy citizen of St, Augustine, 
married to the rediscovered lady of his youthful dreams, now fair, fat and forty and 
wife of another man and mother of his children, Gasparille, with the aid of a magic 
etone, creates of his shadow the substance of his pirate self, and lives, shadowless, 
the life of a retired cosmopolite, Done with effortless, veiled humor, 


August-8 ¢ |). 
Foster, Michael HOUSE ABOVE THE RIVER Little, Brown 
$2.50 
A long novel of a longstanding, longsuffering love which is written- in 
intent- as a testament to the next generation, but which is- in fact- something of a 
personal purgative, This is the story of John's childhood in the traditional South, 
of his first love for Regan when he is l6- and she is 19- a love which provokes a re- 
sponse in Regan so frightening as to precipitate her into marriage to coarse, color- 
less Paul Driscoll, Fifteen years later John, now a writer in New York, and still at 
large, briefly sees Regan, living an isolated, ugly life in Mississippi with Paul whose 
jealousy, obscene and violent, extends to perversion, later Regan, at the point of a 
knife, runs away to John in New York, and it is John who protects her from Paul, 
secures a divorce for her, marries her, and brings about her readjustment to normalcy, 
substantiated by a son, for whom this is written, One man's emotional, ideological 
development in effusive, occasionally hysterical terms- this is not good, just 
extroverted. 


August.14 


Dunphy, Jack JOHN FURY Harper 
$2.50 
A studied, stylized novel of Irish Americans in South Philadelphia of the 
early 1900's, that explores the development of John Fury's disintegration through his 
pride and his inability to save himself from the disaster of his second marriage, 
Mame, his first wife, and their two daughters, give him the only happy time in his 
economically insecure life, With Bridget,and her jealous, critical brother, John is 
unable to hold his girls or control the son Bridgethas borne, John, through drink and 
ill health, is barely tolerated in his own home, and when, at her brother ' 6 suggestion, 
Bridget locks him out, John is killed in trying’ to force the door, As in McSorley's 
Our Own Kind, here again is the clannish Irish in all their hopeless belligerence, warm 
kindliness, abject surrender to the conditions of living. The formalization of the 
prose, and the sustained pitch of the story give this a distinctive quality that em- 
phasizes its social consciousness, but which has little of the tender, wide appeal of 
the McSorley,. 
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August 2 
Lawrence, Josephine DOUBLE WEDDING RING Appleton-Century | 


$3.00 


Familiar family problems and phases made recognizable, and readable, in the ! 
story of Minnie Fearing, good wife and mother of five, who reaches fifty to find her- ! 
self useless, blaming herself for the mistakes in her children's lives which they in- 
sist on leading independently. She fusses over them all, still grieves over the son 
lost in the war, is rebuffed by Dene- who uses incompetent women to look after her 
baby rather than accept the offer of her mother, Troubles come triply as Andrew, a 
son, kills his wife and then himself; as Kirk, her husband, indulges a last, late 
spring with a younger woman; and as Dene‘s baby is kidnapped- and not returned for 
three days, But Minnie rises to all these occasions and gently re-engages her husband's 
attentions and affections, The comptemporary commonplace which women can identify- and 


will rent, 6 


j ee a = 


_— 


Roony, Philip CAPTAIN BOYCOIT ——— 
of? 
The story of how boycott entered the English language is that of Captain 
Charles Cunningham Boycott, agent for absentee Lord Erner on his estates in County 
Mayo, Boycott, driven by his employer, is ruthless in his eviction of tenants, 
adamant in his refusal to reconsider, and rouses again the cottagers who band in groups 
to work against him, Schoolmaster Davin is leader of one, whose ambition it is to get 
guns to withstand the military they kmow will come, and it is he who helps to restrain 
the passion for individual mrders as an outlet for rising passions, Boycott is 
further harassed by his love for Judith, who is infatuated with a worthless Army man; 
Davin by his love for Anne who guesses but mows nothing of his secret activities, 
Murder is done, but the tenants are only treated more harshly, and it is not until 
they completely ignore Boycott that they are successful in driving him away from the 
land that hates him, Based on fact, and no doubt embroidered in its romantic aspects, 
this cannot compete with the current crop of highly flavored historical novels in its 
sober, considered account of Irish land troubles of the 1880's, 
i Oe Be Gy 
Hersch, Virginia THE SEVEN CITIES OF GOLD Duell, Sloan & gee 
2.50 
The 16th century of the conquistadors and Coronado's search for the fabled, 
fabulous seven cities of Cibola as a base for a picturesque, picaresque novel which 
follows, fairly closely, the story of that expedition, Within this frame it is the 
story of Carlos, who falls in love with the amorous, acquisitive Cristabella, and for 
her joins Coronado'’s party. Here are the three years of promise- and of failure, as 
they cross desolate, disastrous country, face the hostility of Indians, hunger, death,- 
as Coronado falle ill, and Carlos finds comfort only in the steady support of Anita, 
a mestizo girl, But Carlos cannot forget Cristabella, until finally they return to 
Mexico and Carlos realizes that Anita, rather than Cristabella, is his love.... 
Colorful, but without the display of action and incident usually found in the genre, 
and conjecturably more limited, ' 


& 


Hough, Donald CAMELEPHAMOOSE Duell, Sloan & py ? 
90 

The short- and perhaps oversimplified- annals of two vets who come home to 

make animal crackers, of which they dreamed in New Guinea, They meet discouragement 

on all domestic fronts- from Avery's wife, her father and his belief in a new war, fear 

of Russia, lefthanded gestures in aiding returned heroes, With the departure of Avery's 

wife, Bill and Avery collect Chrie, another vet, and the combination of the three 

brings the camelephamoose into being- a change from their original idea of producing | 

global fauna in their crackers, Avery's inability to sell the camelephamoose results 

in the animal's becoming nationally famous as a prehistoric relic- and in their efforts 

to get the truth of the matter before the public they have a weapon with which to 
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blackmail Avery's father-on-law and get their start... Seemingly innocent fun, this 
embodies a crusade against rumors of another war, the coming age of mechanical marvels, 
the nurturing of prejudice and the distorted opinions of what vets ought to do when 
they come home, Flight into fancy that is not completely airborne, 


August 77 | 
Oo Be aE 

Strode, Josephine- gg. SOCIAL INSIGHT ete ie 

3,00 

By the author of jntroduction to Socia! Case and Social Skills in Case 

Work, this is a selection of short stories for use in supplemental courses in sociology, 
psychology, education, social work and guidance, The stories speak for themselves- 
there is no pointing up by the editor- it representsa varied level, from Katherine 
Mansfield, Susan Glaspell, Saki, Saroyan, Maugham, Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, James 
Joyce, Richard Wright, to lesser names- and on the whole provides literary values as 
well as social implications, is not wholly concerned with the homeless end the de- 
prived but also with problems in individual relationships. A book for study courses- 
and reference- rather than entertainment per se, 


Wolfert, Helen NOTHING IS A WONDERFUL THING -#/2~ |, Simon & sae = 
é y 2.00 

“A novel in verse", as the sub-title indicates, this is a trite tale of a 

young girl in the New York ghetto, There are the usual types, the old dreamy philo- 

sopher, the young artist, the suicide (or is it mrder) of the frustrated young man, 

the courtesan, the old mothers and aunts; and of course, there is Jenny, bright and 

bird-like and bewitching amidst all the squalor, No plot emerges~ all the types 

have been done a thousand times before and a thousand times better- and the sketch 

is not noticeably moving, In other words, plenty of not so wonderful nothing. 


NONENTITIES- IDENTITIES 


June 26 


Irish, William THE DANCING DETECTIVE —— 
00 

Again the lean, laconic talent which distinguished Phantom Lady and more 
recently After Dinner Story, in a new collection of criminal curiosities; of the woman 
who married a mrderer knowingly and wrongly betrays him in a second death; of the 
man who saves his roommate on a mrder charge; of the victim of the war who comes back 
to destroy his girl; of a danceland killer; of the hemophiliac who tries to ensure his 
wife’s death with his own; etc, The ingenuity, the incisive irony give these an ex- 
clusive imprint- although there are some who do not like them short, 


July 1 


Eby, Lois & Fleming, John C, BLOOD RUNS COLD pee 
» 00 
Tommy Marvel outjumping the police as mrder of a motion picture columist 
puts his girl in the circumstantial evidence spot. With Margo » he bloodhounds the 
dead columist'’s blackmail activities, delves into old scandals, and with more killings, 
unearths mch that is pertinent to the crimes, keeps silent about the true causes to 
keep skeletons from jingling in public, Well dressed Hollywood, 
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July 11 


Olsen, D.Be CATS DONT' NEED COFFINS Doubleday . ¢ 
$2.00 


‘Lavender and lace Miss Rachel, her cat Samantha, and even more prissy Miss 
Jennifer attempting to discover the intimidator of her wealthy, but avaricious, 
cousin Miriam. A doll owned by Miriam's dead husband is the instrument of torment, 
part of the murder weapon in a second death, and the means of solution by Miss Rachel. 
Spinster sleuthing in an established series, but dowdy to a degree. 


July 17 


Rogers, Samuel YOU LEAVE ME COLD Harper 
$2.00 
This is a horror story first, a murder story secondarily, for the whole pattern 
hinges on the perversion of necrophilia, which a doctor suspects is behind a triple 
murder play. Rogers is eminently successful in sustaining atmosphere and suspense 
in a household where anything could happen. 


i July 24 


Layhew, Jane Rx FOR MURDER a 
2.00 

Casual casualties when Molly, hospital nurse, persuades her young man, Larry, 
to assist her patient, an accident case, who is worried over her missing daughter and | 
more worried when that daughter turns up with a murder charge against her. In spite 
of the stubborn secrecy of his client, Larry uncovers her connections with curio 
importers whose curios include drugs, and with a second death gets his crime facts 
and the criminal. Effervescent. 


July 25 


Shane, Susannah DIAMONDS IN THE DUMPLINGS Doubleday 
$2.00 
Christopher Saxe in double trouble as a diamond theft leads to murder and 
the foous of excitement in the respectable Strawn family. Saxe's sleuthing resolves 
into a twoeway home stretch and he connives to bring the criminals to an unexpected 
justice, while managing to protect an adopted child's security. Satisfactory. 


July 31 


Gardner, Erle Stanley THE CASE OF THE BACKWARD MULE Morrow 
$2.00 

ESG's less omnipresent sleuth, Terry Clane, and his helpful Chinese 

friends, out to vindicate an innocent man and untangle San Francisco police mcke 

upse Clane, outwitting the polygraph, and running rings around Police Captain Jordan, 

not only explains away the first death but sleight of hands a second, bares a finan- 

cial skeleton, and raises the romantic issues between his Chinese girl and his 

American adorer. Chic chinoiserie. 


August 8 


Queen, Ellery TO THE QUEEN'S TASTE Little, Brown 
$3.00 
The amplest anthological presentation in some time, here is a collection of 
36 stories, some of which are genuine detective discoveries, all of which result 
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from the "patience, persistence and passion" of the editors who have spent many years 
in research and selection. Here are tales of master detectives and master crimes which 
ry range from the intellectual values of Christopher Morley, E.C. Bentley, GK. Chesterton, 
| Lillian de la Torre, to the more physical properties of James Cain, Eric Ambler, Craig 
Rice, Dashiell Hammett, Francis Iles, to the specifics of humors Perelman, Mark Twain, 
and on down a long list of impressive names and pretty impressive material which- if it 
does not rank with the collector's choices in 101 Years’ Entertainment, comes fairly 
close. Enthusiastic editing by the Queens preface and place each contributor. 





August ?? Clon 4 


Crane, Frances THE CINNAMON MURDER Random House 
$2.00 
| * The sleuthing Abbots, vacationing in New York, entangled in a decorative 


penthouse murder which involves a million dollar baby, its suspicious blond mother who 
sports cinnamon make-up, and a following to poor but doting relatives. The mother 

| is missing, a faceless corpse found, but Jean's intuition and Pat's deductions see 

| through the body mixing and mutilation to an impassioned hireling and double-crossed 
murderer, Sleek. 


Sanders, George STRANGER AT HOME | 7 Simon & Schuster 
| - $2.00 
| Perhaps a bit musclebound, but a harder working untanglement than the previous 
| Crime On My Hands.- This deals with Vickers, returned after four years of amnesia 

| following a murderous attack on a fishing trip, who is framed for murder and vengefully 
pursued by death in any form. Withholding, and taxing the police by his refusal to 
cooperate, Vickers lures his would be killer on to further actions and is finally able 
to even the score. Californian casualties in high chromo. 


REPRINTS 
BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) 


For July 


Ford, Leslie © ROAD TO FOLLY Westcott, Edward Noyes - DAVID HARUM 
Stone, Grace Zaring - THE COLD JOURNEY Yeats-Brown, Fo - THE LIVES OF A 
(Ethel Vance) BENGAL LANCER 


DELL BOOKS (Each $.-25) 


c 
Haycox, Ernest - MAN IN THE SADDLE Rawson, Clayton + FOOTPRINTS ON THE 


Lees & Bachman ~ DEATH IN THE DOLL'S HOUSE CEILING 
Wallis, Sawtell - TOO MANY BONES 


POCKETBOOKS (Each $. 25) 


v Curie, Eve = MADAME CURIE «Lockridge, R.&F. = A PINCH OF POISON 

, Fast, Howard - FREEDOM ROAD - » Queen, Ellery - THE TRAGEDY OF Z 

, Gooden, Arthur Henry - THE VALLEY OF . Stuart, Jesse - TAPS FOR PRIVATE 
DRY BONES TUSSIE 


v Teilhet, Darwin L. «- THE FEAR MAKERS 


WORLD BOOKS 
Tower Books ~ (Each $. 49) Forum Books ~- ($1.00) 


- 





Chandler, Raymond = SPANISH BLOOD Ferber, Edna - SARATOGA TRUNK 
Coles, Manning = DRINK TO YESTERDAY (July 8) 
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No Must Books- A Few Sure Bets 
and a Few Not So Sure 


rat 


oe 


I'd Like to think the David Low YEARS OF WRATH{ S & S ) was a Must Book, for everyone 
ought to take tt to heart; .Nehru's THE DISCOVERY OF INDIA ( John Day ) ts important 
but not popular; there's the final volume of Churchill's speeches as Prime Minister, 
VICTORY ( Little, Brown ); and two doubtfuls that rate special attention,- the con- 
troversial now it can be told by Hallett Abend, RECONQUEST (Doubleday);-.and a Dark 
Horse that's fun, THE SCHOLAR AND THE SPROUT by Stoddard B8.:- Colby (Whittlesey).. 
Reports in pages following. - 





PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS-Non-ficttion 


— Pen On 


June-15 8/19 


Coleman, Elizabeth CHINATOWN, U.S.A. bier Day 
5.50 
This is primarily a photographic book, but, for me at least, the excellent 
foreword, with its analysis of the Chinese in this country, gives it more significance 
than it would have if only the very appealing pictures were concerned. For the pic- 
tures put “best foot foremost” and show the side of the Chinese in America that is 
picturesque, colorful, attractive - and not the aspects of their life here that she 
touches upon in her text,- the racial discrimination, the sordid surroundings in which 
many of them have to live, the kinds of jobs and working conditions under which they 
operate, and so on, She comments on the changes since the war and discusses the 


outlook ahead, 


June 17  — 


Baruch, Dorothy W, & YOU'RE OUT OF THE SERVICE NOW Appleton-Century 
Travis, Lee Edward $2 50 


Too bad this could not have come out a year ago, before the men were pour- 
ing back, so that it could have been used to meet the demands made on public libraries 
and veteran centers for something to read to help them reorient themselves, Within 
the intervening months ~ since VJ day - so mch free material has been distributed 
that the information and advice as to procedure, getting back into jobs and so on seems 
outmoded, though the emphasis is not on that- except psychologically- and it could not 
well be ignored completely. Then, too, there have been various books touching on 
aspects of psychological rehabilitation, normal and otherwise, on physical rehabilita- 
tion, on family adjustments, This comes, therefore, to a crowded field, with little 
that is new, except, perhaps, its greater frankness on sex problems of the returned 
veteran, The approach is @ sane one- an assumption that normality is the rule, and 
that things that worry many of the veterans are normal, and should be faced, talked 
about, shared, The disillusion, the gripes, the aches and jitters - and the difficul- 
ties of adjustment to wife or sweetheart, to parents, to children, The final chapters 
suggest channels of professional help where needed - and to the responsibilities 
resting on ex~-service men as American citizens, There is a great deal here that should 
prove of constructive value. 


June 19 


Kreymborg, Alfred MAN AND SHADOW Dutton 
$5.00 
A quaint and delightful philosophical biography by the well-known New York 
poet and chess player, The poet-tired of his work at his desk- spends the day strol- 
ling in Central Park where he has enough trivial and amsing adventures to make hin 
meditate on most of his own life, the life of man, the strange world we live in. 
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A good American, gifted with an almost elfinelight touch and a sound sense of irony, 
Kreymborg, an example of the good old-fashioned German, here gives us a little work 
of rich personal flavor and fine quality. It will, I believe, attract a small but 
enthusiastic group of readers. (First edition limited to 2,000 copies.) 


June 28 


Yoseloff, Martin NO GRHATER MEADOWS Bernard Ackerman 
$2.00 
The salient and important formative events of the author's Iowan childhood, 
in an adult tempoed chain of memory, that, though slight, is not without some pathos. 
With his mother, two brothers and a sister, he saw the nagging poverty drive them 
to every means to increase the family income, even tried magazine come-ons for geterich 
quick results; he was brought up in a constant pressure of trouble with rent, with the 
increasing disillusionment as security through the lean, sad years of the depression 
continued elusive, Jobs, the breaking up of the family- college at last. Gentle. 


27 
June or-July ?? 


Case, Josephine Young FREEDOM'S FARM Houghton, Mifflin 

$2.00 
Add this slim volume of verse to the growing mass of tender and sincere 

poetry about New England. There is something about the Maine coast, the Comnecticut 

hills, the Massachusetts meadows, their farms and woodlands, that creates deep 

love, loyalty and a sense of the eternal verities in this torn world. As in this vole 

ume, it is not always verse of the highest order, but its deep sincerity, simplicity 

and truth make up for lack of virtuosity. 


July 11 


Brill, Dr. AeAo LECTURES ON PSYCHOANALYTIC PSYCHIATRY Knopf 
Text $2.25 Trade $3.00 
Though not popularized in any sense, much of this material makes fascine 
ating reading. Brill, as the translator of Freud and the man who introduced Freud in a 
this country, remains today one of the archeauthorities in the field. These lectures, 
given to experienced psychiatrists, serve as an orientation between interpretative 
psychiatry and psychoanalysis. While they represent no deviation from traditional 
theory, they re-illustrate that theory in terms of Brill's own experience in case- 
work. They cover the early experimental work of Freud, Jung, Bleueler, Meyer; go on 
to various aspects of motivation and disturbance, hysteria, hypnotism, neuroses and 
psychoses, schizophrenia and paranoia, sadism, narcissism, with an explanation of the 
standard components of the personality, the ego, superego, id, etc. etc. Although acc 
essible to the informed layman, this will be largely of interest to the practitioner. 


Wechsberg, Joseph HOMECOMING Knopf 
$1.50 
A short and very personal book, bearing no relation to his collection of 
humorous pieces, jooking for a Bluebird. This is addressed to a wholly different 
market, as a personal footnote to current European history, It is an account of a 
trip to the author's home towm in Czechoslovakia, after surrender, seeking iiis wife's 
parents. As a member of the U.S. Army, Wechsberg traveled a colorful nightmare by 
train, with a woman officer in charge, under Russian convoy, where he learned some- 
thing of the Red Army veterans, homeward bound themselves, to Moravska-Ostrava. He 
saw the difference in the reception of the Russians and the one the Czechs accorded 
him when they learned he was an American. He found his parents-in-law and through 
them and a handful of people he had known, he heard of the grim, horror-raising 
years, he saw German - and American- destruction, he wakened to the fact that of 
8,000 Jews only 80 survived, he learned about the “book of the living" in which a 
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sad, few names were added, he heard first-hand accounts of the "pitiless crazy geo- 

graphy of survival”. He found that many old friends had been collaborationists and 

became apprehensive and hesitant about inquiring for them; he visited cafe, bank and 
an old tailor; and he finally accepted the fact that for outsiders there was no way 

back, no sharing. Affecting and convincing impressions of a shattered world. 


en a) 


Zimmerman, John L. WHURE THE PEOPLE SING rig 

$3200 
An aesthetic awareness, and a nostalgic affection color this account 

of an Army officer's year spent among tne Maoris of New Zealand, that darker race 

living in complete harmony and without discrimination in a white country. Taken in 

and given the run of the house by hospitable Hopaea and her daughters, Zimmerman 

learned by personal contact the qualities of this people, their youth and grace and 

dignity, the strong ancestral and communal tradition, their pride in their culture 

and their customs, their warmth- and charm. Traveling through Maori country brought 

further evidence of this, and eventually his love affair with Te Aroha, heightened 

the meaning of his stay...A personal experience, given a certain wider implication 

in its evidence of respect and compatidility between races. I question, however, 


a wide general interest. 
JulyTo ug a 1" 


Low, David YEARS OF WRATH: A Cartoon History:1931-1945 Simon & a 
3075 
* Two previous collections of Low cartoons have made this internationally 
famous (and important) cartoonist known far beyond the reaches of his London Even- 
ing Standard post. About half of the material in this new volume has been used in 
earlier volumes, some of the early cartoons are newe in book forme most of the later 
ones have appeared since the last published volume. And the impact is greater, be- 
cause of the continuity, as his cartoons give a panorama of the years from 1931 te 
1945- from Manchuria to the Battleship Missouri. Quincy Howe's able text simply 
underlines what Low's drawings convey; the political insight, the artistic skill bear 
out what Howe says of one cartoon,- "This eloquent carteon tells its ewn story". And 
a grim story it is, bearing witness to closed minds of most of the civilized world. At 
the end, one feels like turning back to the beginning, and reeviewing it with a bitter 
conviction that it is starting over again. An important book-not to be viewed as 
just another book of cartoons. Let's hope it gets the critical send-off it rates. 


July 16 


Crosby, Katherine BLUE WATER MEN AND OTHER CAPE CODDERS Nacmillan 
$3.00 
A gallery of Cape Cod towns and people, written by one who, through var- 
ied relationships and personal exploration has gotten first hand stories of the old 
great captains of sail, their wives, their histories. Here are houses, ships, wrecks, 
stories of deep anchored men and women, incidentalia of Sandwich, Falmouth, Mashpee, 
Old High Barnstable, Yarmouth, Hyannis, Dennis, Harwich, Chatham, Eastham, Wellfleet, 
Truro and Provincetown. This is history of old blue water days and current per- 
sonalities. Not a guide book but atmosphere provoking, curiosity rousing. At times 


the enthusiasm becomes a bit over lyrical, the general effect is that of holiday-sharing. 


July 24 


Corle, Edwin LISTEN, BRIGHT ANGEL Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
$3.75 


The Grand Canyon - its country and its rivers, in a vigorous, highly in- 
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terpretative report. From geological history, through the period of discoverers and 
explorers, the defeat of Spanish colonization, the advent of pioneers, on up to the 
tourists of today, this covers the natural wonder of the country and the adventures 

v. .and itself offered as explorers ventured further and further. The experiences 

of the daring who went by boat,- Ashley, Powell, Brown-Stanton, the expert Kolb brothe 
ers, Clyde Eddy, the tragedy of the Hydes; Indians and their cultures, the lack of 
permanent civilizing forces such as towns, communities, etc; the trails, the tourists, 
and their inability to comprehend the phenomenon in all its stupendousness...History, 
stories, personal interviews, this- for all its implusive, sometimes brash approach- 
has a vitality and interest that is wider than its purely regional appeal (Corle did 
Desert Country in the American Folkways' series.) 


Fox, Monroe Lo BLIND ADVENTURE ee 
2.00 

The author -a Seabee~- was blinded when his ship was struck off Iwo Jima. 
This is his personal story of a progress through hospital adventures and misadventures - 
lighted by a spirit of exploration in preparing himself, psychologically, physically, 
for a life of blindness. Much of the factual content is familiar to those who read 
Kendrick's Lights Out(Morrow, 1945= see report P.379-9/1/45)....This gives a personal- 
not fictional- background, first of hospital ship, then successive navy hospitals, < 
Pearl Harbor, San Francisco, Philadelphia; then orientation courses and Seeing Eye 
center training. Fascinating material, challenging to the sighted as expression of a 
sound philosophy towards one of the most dreaded of casualties, of right approach on 
the part of the public and so on. Full of human interest anecdotes, lively, readable, 
in spite of a certain naivete and amateurishness of style. 


t dt 


July 25 


Host of Contributors FIELD AND STREAM READER Doubleday 
$30 00 
All outdoors from 1925 on, in this collection from a popular magazine. 
Tops in names are Zane Grey with two yarns of tiger sharks and marlin in Australian 
waters; Harold McCracken of hunting walrus in the Arctic; Kermit Roosevelt and the 
dangers of game hunting in Africa; Archibald Rutledge and tales of wild turkey shoots; 
a quail bag that included a diamond back rattler; Lee Wulff on wading; %everley- 
Giddings on Maryland quail; Lempfert on reestablishment of forests; Nash Buckingham 
with a dog story; Glenn Balch on Rocky Mountain goats- and others and others and others. 
More of wild geese, forest fires, wild fowl, guns, wild duck, antelope in Wyoming, 
slaughter of Buffalo, elk, and so on =~ and a good spoof on Field and Stream.: True and 
fictionized yarns that should keep sportsmen - active and chairbound- content. 


Tugwell, Rexford G. STRICKEN LAND: Puerto Rico 4/S- \c}#4+/77 Doubleday 
(2/26 $4.50 
This is an important book that few people not deeply concerned with the 
problems of Puerto Rico will have the patience to read. Mr. Tugwell has a lot to 
say of his stormy Governorship = but he has no gift for dramatic conciseness and 
the text runs to some 750 pages of painstaking analysis of the problems, ths achicvee 
ments, and the difficulties of his regime. There is little of personal flavor- little 
color (though one gets some feel of the land and its people). He stepped right into 
the problems of land distribution and reform; he fought for funds for housing and san- 
itation, for controls to stop rising prices, for taking power out of the hands of the 
few rich and giving aid to the hordes of poverty-stricken unemployed, From Washington, 
subordinates sabotaged his efforts, the press indulged.,in a smear campaign; in Puerto 
Rico, he had both political and economic opposition, with liberal Munoz as chief sup- 
porter. A difficult book to read; its value will lie chiefly in its reference record. 
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Howard, Peter IDFAS HAVE LEGS Cowerd, as 
030 

Ideas about ideas in a period which compassed some pretty large notions:- | 
Hitler's idea of the superiority of one race, Lenin's idea of the superiority of one 4 
class, the Churchill idea that the Nazis mst not rule. Here also is realization of | 
the savagery and sadness of war; the prevalent materialism, which he saw reflected in 
himself as a young Fleet Street journalist, eyes on success, Finally, it is the story 
of one idea that governed his maturer years, the idea of God as presented by Buchman 
and the Oxford group, for which he gave up his job and for which he crusades here, 
From personal to political convictions, an ebullient Englishman writes in outspoken, 
outgoing manner, The market - we feel - is largely for fellow travelers in "moral 


Rearmament", 





July 2??? 


Nehru, Jawaharlal THE DISCOVERY OF INDIA “— Day 
5.00 
An interpretative history of India from her pre-historic Indus Valley civi- 
lization to the present period of English imperialism as seen through the microscope 
of a brilliant westernized humanist, written during his war-time imprisonment, This 
is a discovery of India in terms of her past, her geography, religion, art, racial 
groups, And here, too, are the 200 years of English domination and ite failure, Nehru 
sees India stimlated by the industrial revolution brought by the British- but barred 
from participation and resultant prosperity for her people by imperialistic aggrandize- 
ment. Dynamic, progressive, Nehru defines the commnal problem as actually a struggle 
between the remnants of fewial order and modernist ideas and Pakistan as an influence, 
a factor in strengthening those feudal elements, With Russia as another influence, 
Nehru proposes in answer to the Cripps' mission, full independence for India, and in- 
ternationally a policy of freedom for dependent nations, The credo of an esoteric, 
enlightened group of Indian leaders who look to the future, 
ail 


Borden, Mary JOURNFY DOWN A BLIND ALLEY. , \7 Ser 2 45 
-* a.12 
This is good reading- but may fail to reach a public that would find it in- 
teresting because of public indifference to war books, And this is a war book- a seg- 
ment of war unfamiliar to us, and revealing, read now in its aftermath, Mary Borden 
is the American wife of a British peer; she ran a mobile field hospital in the first 
world war- and again in this war organized such a unit to serve with the French troops, 
This is the story of that unit- first the drab months of the “phony war"- then frenzied 
retreat, in the midst of collapsing France and return to England; reorganization and 
reassignment~- to the Free French forces, whose leader in England, De Gaulle, had been 
rescued from France by General Spears, Mary Borden's husband. ‘Subsequently, the unit 
served in the Middle Fast, in the North African desert, in Tobruk- they were intimate-~ 
ly a part of bitter days- and eventually came under the ax of the temperamental 
De Gaulle's distrust of General Spears whom he blamed for the Syrian debacle, ,Vividly told. 


Fine, Benjamin ADMISSION TO AMERICAN COLLEGES geet 
2.50 
This is a survey of the policies and practices which colleges today employ 
in the selection of students for admission, The importance of the scholastic record- 
and in two thirds of the colleges today high scholarship is stressed; entrance examina- 
tions then - and now- when they are liberalized; personality factors; the type of high 
school program preferred ( 75% still favor the classical, academic ); other types of 
testing; the place of extre curricular activities; finally the overall picture of who 
should go to college, as against the 15% that do go. With the overcrowding today, there 
is a differential between theory and practice, pointing to need of expansion on a dem- 
ocratic plane. A study based on college by college poll-for educational field largely. 


\ 














June 1, 1946 ) Non-fiction ~269- 


_ duly-ttt Fi +f 3\ 


Hazlitt, Henry ECONOMICS IN ONE LESSON a 
00 
It is hard to take issue with Henry Hazlitt’s exposition of the fallacies 
of what he calls “the new orthodoxy" in economics, But the trouble is, he does not 
provide a substitute, other than the old true and tried, He states two major short- 
comings :=- the danger of looking at only the immediate consequences of an act- the 
danger of looking at only a particular group. And he discusses in detail the fal- 
lacies of accumlated demand, public works, government spending, government credit 
(through commodity control etc.), technological unemployment, the spread of work, 
parasite bureaucrats, tariff protection, foreign loans as impetus to export trade, 
parity prices, price fixing, minimum wage laws, union pressure to raise wages; the 
mirage of inflation, the assault on savings, Common-sense-but prejudiced approach, 


Burroughs, Betty - Ad. VASARI'S LIVES OF THE ARTISTS Simon & pe 2 
3019 
Originally reported for March publication- P, 31- issue of 1/15/46- under 
the title of forty-Eight Lives By Vasari:- "The Lives of Vasari, 16th century arch- 
itect, painter and writer, were the first prototype of modern criticism, and have 
constituted a foundation stone for reference and information, and- through the cen- 
turies- have been translated and re-published at various intervals, The editor here 
has selected 48 of these lives, corrected and amplified in editorial commentaries, 
and with the 64 illustrations, eight in full color, this should make a handsome book, 
The Lives, which include brief biographical notes, more extensive critical informa- 
tion, tall into three periods, They express a catholicity of taste, include the 
leading Italian sculptors, architects, painters, Giotto, Della Robbia, Donatello, 
Fra Lippo Lippi, Titian, Leonardo, Michelangelo, Raphael, del Sarto, and others less 
obvious, This should combine a market as gift book and reference book for art shelves, 


August 1 


Uhler, Alfred YOUR VOCATIONAL GUIDE TO THE IDEAL JOB Wilfred Funk 

$2.50 

The author has worked out a long series of tests based on the work of David 

Seabury and his own experience in many different fields, These tests are for self 
analysis and are intended thereby to help determine what ones chief assets and in- 
terests actually are, Should be helpful to anyone who will seriously work on the 
tests to determine the type of job he can fill, The book also contains some practical 
as well as inspirational advice, 


Glueck, Sheldon NUREMBURG TRIAL AND AGGRESSIVE WAR "too 
00 

A scholarly repudiation of the charge Of ex post facto law made against the 
Nuremburg Trials written by a Harvard Law School pioneer in the trial of war criminals. 
Prof, Glueck re-examines International jurisprudence, mtual assistance treaties of 
the League, Geneva Conventions, Treaty of non-aggression, Briand-Kellogg Pact, and so 
forth, He interprets them as sound legal sanction for the war criminal trials, For 
law shelves and the interested layman, Appendices of treaties and cases cited. 


August 5 
Colby, Stoddard B., THE SCHOLAR AND THE SPROUT Whittlesey 
$2 50 
* Some mad - and some almost magic episodes in the life of Ranny, whose Uncle 


Roger is an encyclopedist with information about everything, and a knowledge of 
nothing practical, and whose Aunt Effie had strange abilities to embarrass - and 
surprise, Quiet, sympathetic display of eccentric characters, whose love for the 
young orphan overrode anything like investigations as to why Renny didn’t go to 
achool and his burning desires to conform which their unpredictable actions thwarted, 
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There is the subject of French and delirious methods of attacking it; Uncle Roger's 
violent enthusiasms that wear him and everyone else out; a slight hospitalization 
and its attendant disorders; several jaunts: to Europe and a miasma of misunderstand- 
ings; a tremendously comic fishing trip; a:nightmare visit to Uncle Roger's Mother; 
the battles over simple things like errands, a dumbwaiter, ordinary living; a colle 
ege reunion and Uncle's despair; the financial headaches. And a touching farewell 
as Uncle and Aunt go into a home so that Ronny can go away to schoole«..Very super= 
ior pair of literary relatives who- despite.a lot of previous competition can stand 
on their own distinguished dementia...Illustrated by Dorothy McKay. 


August 7 


Churchill, Winston 5S. VICTORY Little, ago 
3.50 
These are the 1945 speeches, from January through his defeat in the 
general election, a collection which covers a vital seven months in a fast changing 
world, months in which President Roosevelt died and Germany capitulated. In these 
months Churchill gave several surveys of events before the House; commented at 
length on Britain's intervention in Greece's Civil War; on Britain's contribution 
and losses; on the achievements of the C.B.I. command; on the Crimea Declaration and 
the three power conference; on the Curzon line and its significance. He talked too 
of internal affairs; his political speeches in the election campaign are included; 
his tributes to General Eisenhower, to Franklin Roosevelt; his amalysis of the world 
he believed the fighting men wanted to come back to (in definition of the Conerva- 
tive Policy); his defense. of the stand on unconditional surrender. There are the 
usual assortment of long speeches and short, of messages, statements, answers, etco 
Only too fast the public forgets- and the market for these papers is shrinkings 


Hibben, Sheila REGIONAL COOKING 7/1) Little, Brown 
| $2.50 
* In 1932-33, Sheila Hibben published a cookbook that made history, National 


Cookbook: A Kitchen Americama (Harper) = one of the first of the popular surveys 

of the contribution to American cooking made by the nations of her melting pot. 

That book is apparently out of print, so this will take its place and bring Sheila 
Hibben up to date with more and more varied contributions arranged in more orthodox 
fashion for practical use. She has not divided her material by regions- but by 
subject,- breads, soups,'-garnishes, eges, fish, meats, poultry and game, vegetables, 
salads, desserts. She has chapters on what she calls "breakfast, lunch and supper 
dishes"; on fish and meat sauces, on dessert sauces, and a closing one on beverages. 
She has wisely stayed out of such controversies as the "true" clam chowder, and sim 
ply gives the New England variety without tomatoes, and the Manhattan variety with-e 
casting no vote, expressing no preferences. I found lots of "specialties" fleetingly 
experienced in travelling and visiting- and feel that, while it is not a complete 
cookbook, it will add materially-and imaginatively- to the good cook's repertoire. 


August 8 
Abend, Hallett RECONQUEST Doubleday 
$2.75 
* This isn't tops for Abend, but it is provocative and revealing reportagee- 
with definite news value, as he records the journeys of thirteen in search of the 
brave new world and finding instead disillusionment, reaction, wreckage >f an old world 
and ruined altars of discredited gods- certainty of a long darkness:= North Africa, 
the Near East, Middle Asia, China, Manchuria, and so on- with extensive details about 
such areas as the Hump, of which too little is actually known. Abend, for one, 
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returned from their 32,000 air miles, convinced that the U.S.A. was losing prestige 
and permitting Soviet Russia to repeat, with variations, the pattern of Germany and 
Japan, by infiltration, extension of boundaries for security, artificial stimulation 
of internal disruption, and the substitute of a positive program for the negative one 
of the western democracies. His arguments are backed by cold logic and what seem 
incontrovertible facts- they do not seem to stem out of prejudice or bias, but to re- 
sult from disturbed recognition of familiar symptoms. He does not dispute the pros 
and cons of the past, but simply states the present. He finds, too, disastrous evid- 
ence that the powers are permitting a turn-back of the pages of history to an outworn 
colonialism, as France, Britain, the Netherlands are allowed to pick up where they 
left off. There are digressions into historical backgrounds (the Arab world, the 
Japanese long range program, the history of the Manchurian area). There's plenty of 
spicy criticism of Public Relations officers; kudos for the performance of ATC and 
ASC; comment on the lack of appreciation of the CBI operations. And there's some 
discussion of Naval control of the Pacific islands, of the principle of "dominating 
control" for defense. And-throughout-the insidious theme of the Soviet peril... If 
the public isn't saturated and reluctant to read any books in this field, this is one 
which may get a good deal of publicity and aroused and heated discussion. Good reading. 


August 8 


Du Maurier, Daphne THE YEARS BETWEEN: A Play Doubleday 
$2.00 
This is a success in Londone but it creaks as one reads it. It says so 
little that is new- and that, in a way that is not new. It seems like a rapidly dated 
period piece, spanning 1942-1945 in the life of Diana, whose husband had gone down 
over the Mediterranean, Richard, who had proved more than a mere neighbor, Robin, who 
grows up very little between 10 and 15, and Michael- the missing husband- who turns 
up, a hero who has led the underground resistance in the Mediterranean for three years, 
just as Diana and Richard are planning marriage. Well, she gives up Richarde and acce 
epts again the role of deserted wife as Michael is again assigned to foreign service. 


August 27 7-| 


White, Max HOW I FEED MY FRIENDS Duell, Sloan & a 
$2200 
A completely unorthodox cookbook which would be exceedingly difficult to 
put to practical use, but which is fun to read, in the same sense that the M.FeK. Fishe 
er books are fun to read (and with about the same proportion of space given to actual 
recipes). Good eating means good cooking and that means time- which we haven't. So he 
has written a book devoted to informal feeding of his friends, Sunday evening supper 
entertaining, casserole cookery, etc. He has lots of prejudices- pro and con~ he chats 
about literary and artistic personalities- he has some very good ideas and some that 
would disrupt the average household= and he concludes at the end that “one man's basil 
is another man's wormwood". We'll hope the book has a usable index, for as it stands 
it would take some of that time we haven't to find where he talked about what.- 


Smith, William J. SJ SPOTLIGHT ON LABOR UNIONS ij; 2 Duell, Sloan & "ta 
$2.90 
An intelligent approach to understanding the place of unions in a capital- 
istic system. The author analyzes the need of unions, their purpose; their weaknesses 
as well as their strengths, He shows how and why union members as well as employers 
remember the years when the dice were loaded on the side of capital- and how that per- 
iod bears fruit today in union politics, undemocratic procedures, failures to allow 
free speech and criticism within the unions themselves. He shows how the conservatism 
of the AF of L, its disregard of public opinion, its failure to recognize the respon- 
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sibility of their representatives as holding a public trust hurts its ultimate 
strategic position. He feels that when they stray from the path, they should de 
criticized and believes they are too sensitive to such criticism....He believes 

that while the CIO has made a contribution where the AF of L failed, and has done 

a fine job of educating the public and management as well, on many labor issues it has 
weakened its progressive attitude by allowing the Communists to gain too much power. 
eeeHe analyzes the position of the truly independent unions, too, and urges that 

all unions combine forces to the end that labor be served.eeeHe discusses the purpose 
of strikes, the place of the closed shop, political action. He gives his code for 
labor based on the dignity of the individual employee and the concept of the common 
good. He believes in definite rights of management as well as their responsibilites 
to the publice and to the workers. And he maintains that best results for labor and 
capital can come only through cooperationee.. A more objective book than Huberman's. 


Proskauer, Julien J. THE DEAD DO NOT TALK | 0/ A» Harper 
¥ $2.00 
A practitioner of games and an exposer of frauds continues in the vein 
of his Spook Crooks towards further racket-clearing-up. Here are many laid to rest,- 
mediums, fortune tellers, spirit healers, yogis; here are some fine specialties 
such as war dead photo racketsg,mail order mystics, spirit post offices, manipulated 
materializations, with Proskauer's own special talents at breaking up spirit parties 
in application. Profiles of particular offenders add to a light exposure of some 
serious abuses. This sort of book may have its market- you probably know the fans. 


And These Last Minute Arrivals 
(Practically Published) 


Hicks, Albert C. BLOOD IN THE STREETS Creative Age 
$2075 
A bitter, impassioned expose of the Dominican Republic's sadistic, ruthe 
less, megalomaniacal dictator. Trujillo was a forger, cattle rustler, town tough; 
he started his political climb as opportunistic informer to our occupying Marines, 
and gained control in his 1930 coup d’etat.: This is the story of the negrophobe's 
rule,-terrorism, political blood purges, his unholy alliance with Hamilton Fish, the 
1937 massacre of 20,000 Haitianse-all concealed by ironclad censorship. Hicks defined 
Trujillo's foreign policy as attempts to dominate Haiti, caught between Trujillo's 
fifth column and Rockefeller's hands-off policy. Dated a bit by the Braden appointment, 
but a revealing portrait of an Americanegrown Hiitler. Introduction by Quentin Reynolds. 


McMillan, Zurlinden, Josephy etc. UNCOMMON VALOR Infantry Journal 
Marine Divistons in Action 7 3: 
Companion piece to Fighting Divistons-this is the record of the six Mare 
ine Divisions and their Pacific War by a member of each outfit. The regulars of the 
First and Second who held out at Guadalcenal, the island hopping across the Pacific 
that forged the units into hardened veterans. Here are the campaigns:- Okinawa, Time 
ian, Saipan, the Suribechi flageraising on Iwo Jima; the substance of the famed marine 
esprit de corps, There are appendices of battle casualties, battle stars, organization 
of Fleet Marine Force, Pacific. Here too are maps of all the campaigns. 


Applebaum, Stella B. BABY: A Mother's Manual Ziff-Davis 
$2.50 
A photographic primer which pictorializes parenthood, and describes its 
phases in simplest terms; prenatal hygiene; the right equipment and the right cloth- 
es; the daily routine and feeding; developmental changes; play and playthings; illness- 
es, etc. The text follows the liberalized theory of today (Gesell, Aldrich, etc.) 
and manages an amazing coverage in small compasse This is tabloid technique for the 
non-reading public, but one wonders whether that public is reached at this price. 
































June 1, 1946 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Appleton-Century 
Wickes, F,- RECEIVE THE GALE- from 6/14 to 8/2? 


John Day 
McPhee, Colin- A HOUSE IN BALI- from 7/77 to 9/?? 


Doubleday Doran 
Drepperd, C.W.- FIRST READER FOR ANTIQUE COLLECTORS- from 6/20 to 7/11 


Duell, Sloan & Pearce 

Angoff, C.- THE BOOK OF LIBEL- from 5/16 to 6/13 
Farrar & Straus | 
Cabell, James B,- THERE WERE TWO PIRATES- from 8/2 to 8/12 
Cooper, Dan- INSIDE YOUR HOMF- Price from $4,00 to $3.9 


Macmillan 
Eliot, E.C.- ROSES FOR MEXICO- from 6/25 to 7/9 
Gamow, G,- ATOMIC ENERGY IN COSMIC AND HUMAN LIFE- from 6/11 to 7/2 
Graham, Fleanor- MAINE CHARM STRING- from 7/2 to 7/0 
Logan, S,- A NEGRO'S FAITH IN AMERICA- from 5/28 to 6/4 
Seaman, L,- THE BRAVE BANTAM (J)- from 6/18 to 6/11- Note correct 
author listing, under Seaman, not Bechtel 
Sitwell, Edith- FANFARE FOR ELIZABETH- from 6/11 to 7/9 


Random House 
Harriman, J.- THE MAGNATE- definite date 6/3 3 
Healy & McComes- #ds.- ADVENTURES IN TIME AND SPACE- definite date 7/25 
Reilly, Helen- TH@ SILVER LEOPARD- from 7/77 to 1/27/47 
Reynolds, Quentin- 70,000 TO ONE- definite date 7/11 
Stewart, G,R.- MAN, AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY- definite date 8/28 


World 
Rainbow Classics- for May- postponed to June (J) 
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A CALENDAR OF NEW 


June ??-La Farge, Christopher 


July 11-Smith, H, Allen 
July 17-Marshall, Joyce 
July 18-Bell, Thomas 
July 25-Steen, Marguerite 
July 30-Balchin, Nigel 
July ?T-Bower, Barbara 


July 19-Fast, Howard 
July 25-laxess, Halldor 


July ?%-Frey, Ruby Frazier 


July 11-Hunt, Barbara 

July 1l-Weston, Garnett 
July 12-Qentin, Patrick 
July 31-Gardner, Erle S. 


F 


BOOKS FOR JUIY 


Core oe 


CONTEMPORARY 


THE SUDDEN GUEST (Coward-McCann ) 
RHUBARB (Doubleday) 

PRESENTLY TOMORROW (Little, Brown) 
THERE COMES A TIME (Little, Brown) 

BELL TIMSON (Doubleday ) 

MINE OWN EXECUTIONER (Houghton, Mifflin) 
MISS RANSKILL COMES HOME (Putnam) 


PERIOD, REGIONAL 


THE AMERICAN (Duell, Sloan & Pearce)- 
Literary Guild Selection for August 

INDEPENDENT PEOPLE (Knopf)- Book of the 
Month Club Selection for August 

RED MORNING (Putnam) 


CHOICE IN CRIME: 


SEA CHANGE (Rinehart ) 
HIDDEN PORTAL (Doubleday) Crime Club 
PUZZLE FOR FIENDS (Simon & Schuster) 


CON RE eLT COS 


NATIONAL, INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


July 1l-Valentin, Veit 
July 11-Wechsberg, Joseph 


réwty-22-Low, David 
July 25-Crow,. John A. 


July 25-Tugwell, Rexford G. 


July 30-Passos, John Dos 
July %?7-Nehru, Jawaharlal 


July ll-Wilder, Walter Beebe 


July 17-Borden, Mary 
July 17-Pearson, Hesketh 


_Suty-25~-Oman, Carola 


July 29-Willison, George 
July ??-Ishvani 


THE GERMAN PEOPLE (Knopf) 
HOMECOMING (Knopf) 

YEARS OF WRATH (Simon & Schuster) 
EPIC OF LATIN AMERICA (Doubleday) 
STRICKEN LAND (Doubleday) 

TOUR OF DUTY (Houghton, Mifflin) 
THE DISCOVERY OF INDIA (John Day) 


BIOGRAPHY 


GRANDFATHER OBJECTS (Doubleday) 
JOURNEY DOWN A BLIND ALLEY (Harper) 
OSCAR WILDE (Harper) 

NELSON (Doubleday) 


HERE THEY DUG THE GOLD (Reynal & Hitchcock) 


THE BROCADED SARI (John Day) 
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